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Lewiston bank robbery series

v lonene oot ____________suier

11/21/2005 08:39 KeyBank $1,320
Mon 600 Center St, Auburn, ME

11/28/2005 09:14 Auburn Savings Bank $2,900

Mon 325 Sabattus St, Lewiston, ME

12/19/2005 08:15 Androscoggin Bank $5,091
Mon 30 Lisbon St, Lewiston, ME

02/03/2006 09:00 Androscoggin Bank $1,735
Fri 46 8o Lisbon St, Lisbon Falls, ME

02/21/2006 09:06 Mechanics Savings Bank $4,000
Tue 18 100 Minot Ave, Auburn, ME

0.97 correlation between interval and dollar value stolen.
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‘Guy in the shadows’

By Christopher Williams, Staff Writer

LEWISTON - His long fingers glide over the computer keyboard. A city map carved into lined
quadrants pops up on the monitor. Red dots mark robbed banks. Black dots are possible targets.

Another computer screen on his desk blinks. Grainy color photos show a disguised man standing
inside various banks. That’s the suspect arrested Monday, he says, pointing at the surveillance
pictures.

Uniformed cops are dispatched to the streets of Lewiston. But Andrew Robitaille’s beat is confined to
this small windowless office. He is dressed in a white, buttoned-down shirt and navy blue slacks. Tall,
slim and bespectacled, he looks more like an accountant than a crime fighter.

“Sometimes, it’s nice to be the guy in the shadows,” he says.

One of only three crime analysts at Maine’s municipal police departments, Robitaille’s skill at
spotting trends and sorting facts is the envy of other city cop shops.

Auburn’s deputy chief credited Robitaille Monday with figuring out when and where the nextina
series of banks would be robbed. Based on his data crunching, autherities from local police to the FBI
fanned out across that city Monday to catch a robbery suspect. And they did. Just exactly when
Robitaille said they would.
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Principles of tactical forecasting

Forecasting is inherent in both spatial and temporal analysis.
Forecasting is the art of balancing precision and accuracy.

Although you can begin with common templates, a good forecast involves creating
unique models tailored to the specific series.
« A model is not a formula.

There is no restriction on the number of crimes, although more data generally means
greater precision and accuracy.

Test your model through application to previous cases.

The vagaries of human behavior and unknown variables make it difficult to achieve high
levels of both precision and accuracy.

The expression of your forecast should be tailored to recommended or likely tactical
responses by your agency.

FAIRFAX COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT
Office of Data Analytics - Crime Analysis Unit

INFORMATION BULLETIN

LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE « NO UNAUTHORIZED DISSEMINATION

TOBACCO STORE BURGLARY SERIES

@ rom b

VISALIA POLICE DEPARTMENT
FULL SIZE TRUCK BURGLARY SERIES BULLETIN

CONFIDENTIAL - FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT USE ONLY

FORECAS

Most Likely Next
30-Jun-2i
Between the D
6/25/23-7/9)
Mean 04:31 H|
Between the Hc|
03:25-05:

[ Incident Address Dute | splitTime |
230240 16155 Mooney Bhed oizon | 320
23032758 | 100 E Caldwel Ave, Whites Music | 04/20/2023 |
2300237 | 40aE Tuareave,1 Stopshon | 05/2842023

20231290048 - Rock
used to shatter front

20231330028 - Appears
to be hammer strikes to
the front glass door

23042265 | 35505 Demaree 8, Auto O Changens | 05/28/2023
e 1426 N Ben Maddox Way 08/02/2023
23048086 2040 5 Moaney Bivd 06/03/2013

262 North Highway 65, Uindsay | 06/09/2023

[ 23049992 | 1339 5 Mooney B, ams Aucbo 2| 06/15/2083 |

23051110 | 1813 W Caldwel v Roges D | 06/18/2023 |

167 e, Portervle | 08/24/2073
——

Note = The City of Alexandria and City of Falls Church
have had incidents with a similar MO

23048702 | 603 E Main S, Serea Bicyche Werks | 06/11/2023 | I

Since 4/19/2023, there have been eight commercial burglaries |
grand theft attributed to the same group within the City of Visa
burglaries the suspects used a heavy-duty truck to back into the
the last glari pects have used a

the doors and security doors of the businesses. When the saw H
suspects less than 30 seconds to saw through the lock. Once en

Suspect photos from
23-048702 - note Vans shoes.

business, the suspects target high value property which has incl|
bicycles, speakers and amplifiers, golf clubs, and an ATM.

In six of the burglaries, the suspect vehicle was determined to b
later recovered in the county areas around Lindsay and Exeter,
outstanding.

Additional information and photos on page 2

For officiol use only // Law enforcement sensitive

ist officers in their iavestigative functions. Unless specifically noted, there are no wants o warrants - prol|
estabiished by the officer.

FCPD has had 3 recent incidents of Tobacco Store burglaries involving suspects armiving i a stolen vehicle.
2 Hyundai Elantras and 1 Kia Forte were stolen, all with the ignition punched and the right rear window
shattered, consistent with the MO of the “TikTok Challenge.” These stolen vehicles were subsequently driven
1o Tobacco Stores where the front glass window of the business was shattered and various vape products
were taken. In two incidents, surveillance video shows suspects are a group of 4 males, likely juveniles. If you
have any information or have similar incidents, please contact Crime Analyst Joanna Baranello.

Crime Analyst Joanna Baraneilo
6507 Columbia Pike, Annandale VA 22003
0:703-333-2549

Created: May 17,2023
Case Number: Multiple - see matrix

Joanna Baranello@fairfaxcounty.gov
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e
i Judgment Day.d
s \
“80% chance of next incident ¥ May 21, 2011
between 27 June — 15 July.” ... Cry mightily unto God

Accuracy

“It may be tomorrow, it
may be 10 years from “4,0% chance of next incident
now, but mark my words: between 1-4 July.”
The terrorists will strike
again.”

Precision

Smithfield Convenience Store Robbery Series

CaseNo | DateTime Location Interval Time |
2022-1608 08/09/2022 19:50 Christy's, 185 Main St 19:50:00

-
'S

18:43:00
19:12:00
20:03:00
17:40:00
22:20:00
20:00:00
18:30:00
18:18:00
19:00:00
17:55:00

2022-1636 08/23/2022 18:43 Cumberland Farms, 213 Union St
2022-1646 08/28/2022 19:12 White Hen, 180 Boston St
2022-1802 09/06/2022 20:03 7-11, 695 California Ave
2022-1816 09/13/2022 17:40 QuickTrip, 1050 Bakersfield Blvd
2022-1830 09/20/2022 22:20 Stop & Go, 800 Camino Del Ladron
2022-1838 09/24/2022 20:00 Gas & Go, 1500 First St
2022-1846 09/28/2022 18:30 Texaco Food Mart, 5609 Stine Rd
2022-1858 10/04/2022 18:18 Jenny's Mini-Mart, 1201 Dawn St
2022-2010 10/09/2022 19:00 Sal's EZ-Stop, 506 Charlana Dr
2022-2040 10/25/2022 17:55 Mobil Mart, 4621 American Ave
2022-2042 10/26/2022 18:52 Pump & Pay, 1803 G St 18:52:00
2022-2054 11/01/2022 19:04 Gas & Sip, 200 EIm Ave 19:04:00
2022-2220 11/14/2022 18:35 Pump & Run, 1030 Bruce Way 18:35:00
AVERAGE 19:08:43
ST. DEV. 01:07:19
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Central tendency or trend?
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Equally valid forecasting models

“This offender favors the first 10 days
of the month. He typically strikes
during the first Friday, Saturday, or
Sunday of the month, then two or
three more times in quick succession
(2-3 days apart), but never after the
1oth. He will then wait until the
beginning of the next month to strike
again.”
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Chaos Theory
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Thank you!

L

Christopher W. Bruce -%m

Trainer and consultant in crime analysis International Association of

and crime reduction CRIME ANALYSTS

Former President
P. O. Box 1385 Certified Law

Bucksport, Maine, USA 04416 Enforcement Analyst
978-853-3502 @ cwbruce@gmail.com

Crime analysis Hot spot policing H U S S 0 N

Data access DDACTS UNIVERSITY
Data management COMPSTAT Assistant Professor of
Crime mapping Pattern intervention Criminal Justice
Crime statistics Problem-solving brucec@husson.edu




