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Objectives

• Articulate the analyst’s role in assisting the agency in the development of 
responses.

• Describe the theoretical basis for the Tactical Response Model.

• Brainstorm ideas for current patterns using the Tactical Response Model.

• Identify other sources of effective tactics.

• Describe the ways that recommendations become actions in the typical police 
agency.

The analyst’s role in response

• Draw attention to the most important elements of a crime pattern or series

• Provide a tactical basis for intervention by multiple actors:
• Patrol

• Investigations

• Crime prevention

• Community

• Make recommendations consistent with:
• Logic

• Evidence-based practices

• The resources of the agency

• Evaluate and document the agency’s response for future reference
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Crime

Absence of Capable Guardian

Apprehend

Evidence

Rapid response

Surveillance/Stakeouts

Informants

Decoys

Hidden cameras

Suspect-oriented patrol

Channeling

Remove/Harden

Security survey

Property identification

Community organization

Warning signs

Community notification

Media

Controlled access/barriers

Closures

Suppress

Saturation/directed patrol

Profile interview patrol

Phantom car

Checkpoints

Visible surveillance

The Tactical Response Model

Motivated

Offender

Suitable

Target

Lack of

Guardianship

Routine Activities Theory

CRIME

Surveillance camera

Police presence

Neighborhood watch

Natural surveillance

Victims warned away

Strong locks on doors

Clerks behind glass

Automated markets

Incarcerated offenders

Reformed offenders

Trespass orders

Curfew/monitoring
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Indications for use of tactics
IndicationsAdvantagesAvenue

Series, particularly serious crime

Physical evidence

Suspect is known/unique suspect description

Small number of potential suspects

Limited outlets of sale for stolen goods

Precise geographic and temporal forecasting

Punishes and incapacitates a 

serial offender

For series, ends immediately

May be able to recover 

damages

Apprehension

Specific target profile

Limited number of potential targets or easy 

way to reach

Small “ask” from potential targets or

Symptom of a more chronic problem

Long-term effects beyond 

immediate pattern

Fosters community policing

Target 

Removal/Hardening

Relatively precise geographic/temporal 

forecasting

Low fear of displacement

Easiest to implement

Low-cost

Avoids burden on CJ system

Diffusion of benefits

Suppression
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Making recommendations

• The direct method:
• “Patrol: Spend 20-30 minutes in the parking lots of Asian restaurants in your beat.”

• The indirect method:
• “Experts who have studied this type of pattern recommend a broad media and social 

media campaign to raise public awareness.”

• “The last time we had a pattern of this nature, we solved it by prioritizing fingerprint 
analysis from the respective crime scenes.”

• “The literature supports several interventions for this type of pattern, one of which is 
regular business checks starting 30 minutes before the target time period.”

• “Other agencies that have experienced this type of pattern have found success by using 
stakeouts at the forecasted target during the forecasted time periods.”

• Individual initiative
• Officers

• Supervisors

• Community

• Plans and policies

• Collaboration
• Proactive units

• Real-time crime centers

• CompStat

• Programs

Developing effective responses
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Objectives

• Articulate the analyst’s role in assisting the agency in the development of 
responses.

• Describe the theoretical basis for the Tactical Response Model.

• Brainstorm ideas for current patterns using the Tactical Response Model.

• Identify other sources of effective tactics.

• Describe the ways that recommendations become actions in the typical police 
agency.

Thank you!
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